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Dear Friends,

You’re seeing it happen-exciting new sections of trail opened up this year, connecting a growing network of bike-
ped trails across our region.  Thank you for standing with us to turn what was a dream back in the 1980s, into the 
beloved greenway we cherish today.  With your generous support, trail champions protected and advanced the 
trail this year — just like we have for nearly 40 years.  For example …

•	 Finally, the tunnel beneath Temple Street and Whitney Avenue in New Haven opened for good, with a ribbon 
cutting last May (see photo, page 2).

•	 Advocating for New Haven to re-commit to a master plan for greenways, which the City has now done.  It is 
meant to be implemented by 2030.

•	 Mile Zero of our trail is now agreed to be located at Canal Dock Boat House on the Long Island Sound in New 
Haven.  The mouth of the original canal was at historic Long Wharf, and the Boat House is right off current 
Long Wharf.

•	 Supporting the future installation of markers every half mile on the trail, all the way to the Massachusetts 
border.

We stand together because we share a bold vision: to make clean transportation and recreation more accessible and 
safe.  We know we’re successful, because the trail is ever more popular.  The latest Connecticut trail census numbers 
tell the story: 184,000 trips were recorded over last year.  Your gift will support our essential work in 2026 to:

•	 Grow our network of trail champions through partnerships with towns and other advocacy groups
•	 Equip our partners and friends with physical and communication tools to help maintain what’s built and 

advocate to close the remaining gaps
•	 Support hands-on volunteerism up and down the 54 miles of trail in CT
•	 Influence progressive transportation conversation at the town, regional and state level through outreach
•	 Steward the trail in all its seasons and appreciate all users

Thank you for being on “team trail.” Send us a check (address below) or click on the QR code.

FCRTTA Board: Lisa Fernandez, President; Douglas Noble, Vice President; Linda Blackburn, Treasurer; Norm Berg; Aaron Goode; 
John Paturel. Member Emeritus. Bruce Donald, Ex-Officio (Southern New England Trail Manager, East Coast Greenway Alliance); 
Barbara Collins, Ex-Officio (President, Farmington Valley Trails Council)

Growing a heritage greenway for open space, biking and walking 
from the Long Island Sound into Massachusetts

Lisa Fernandez



More news about the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail
With CT Trail Finder online, find a trail near you anywhere in the state for walking, biking, skiing, even paddling. Our trail is here: 
https://www.cttrailfinder.com/trails/trail/farmington-canal-heritage-trail

New Haven: (3.4/3.4 miles; 100% complete with new routing 
in progress via a separated bike/ped track on State Street) 
New Haven has built and opened three new segments of the 
Farmington Canal Heritage Trail and East Coast Greenway online 
just this year, including the tunnel and below-grade section, the 
one-block segment along Grove Street between Orange and 
State, and the Water Street cycle-track extension (between Olive 
and State).

All of this is very exciting. But an even larger and more significant 
segment will open in 2026 with the completion of the State Street 
Reconstruction Project. The new cycle-track on the east side of 

State Street will provide a fully protected greenway route through downtown New Haven, connecting to Union Station, our 
goal for many years. 

New Haven announced a 2030 Greeenways initiative to expand bike-ped routes across 27 miles in the city — the FCHT is part 
of this network.  Public input is invited: https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f90ceb64bcd4430596168e71fc1f6872.

The Shoreline Greenway Trail extension into New Haven is still in the planning stages and is seeking new leadership.   

New Haven and Hamden are collaborating on building raised crossings (wide speed bumps) at street intersections to ensure 
cars slow down. The existing raised crossings in New Haven have proven effective at calming car traffic. Construction is 
cleared to begin in spring 2026 on seven more crossings in Newhallville, which spans New Haven and Hamden.

Hamden: (9.5 miles; 100% complete) We are coordinating with Save the Sound to 
install signage at the Six Lakes area to draw attention to the promise of the former 
industrial site to transition to parkland.  

Cheshire: (7.5/7.5, 100% complete) New blinking crosswalks at Mt. Sanford Rd and at 
South Brooksvale Road were installed last summer.

Southington: (5.9/6.6 miles; 90% complete) Construction is complete for the section 
from Lazy Lane to Aircraft Road, 1.3 miles long. It is open and officially designated part 
of the East Coast Greenway. The northernmost section of Southington is delayed. 
The Town was exploring a possible new route with a railroad ROW acquisition 
to circumvent the Yarde Metals injunction lawsuit. Negotiations with CSX are 
apparently not going well, so the outcome for a construction date is still murky. 

Plainville: (0/5.1 miles; 0% complete) The entire trail through Plainville, from Town 
Line Road to Northwest Drive, remains to be completed. This will be done in three 
stages starting with Phase I — Town Line Road to Norton Park. Only part of this phase 
will go to bid this fall, avoiding a portion blocked by another lawsuit brought by the 
same firm as Southington. Phase II from the northernmost trail head at Northwest 
Drive to the Town Center is 99% designed and will be in construction next. Phase III 
is at the center of town and was the subject of a public meeting Nov. 20th. The goal is to complete the trail through town by 
2030.  All of these projects are fully funded with a recent RAISE grant, along with federal TAP dollars and State gap bonding. 
The funds must be programmed by 2027 or the towns risk losing them.

An on-road route option that spans the Southington-Plainville gap can be seen at https://www.greenway.org/states/
connecticut and at https://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=13/41.6573/-72.8886&layers=C.

Farmington, Avon, Simsbury, East Granby, Granby, Suffield: (24.6/24.6 miles; 100% complete)

The trail is growing in MA too. Check out the New Haven & Northampton Canal Greenway at https://sites.google.com/view/
nhncg/

History panels in trail tunnel in New Haven.

Foliage trail in Hamden.
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